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possible, in stronger terms, openly accusing his
opponents of envy, and saying he was well aware
that some among them even intended to attack him
at night in his house, and to make him prisoner.

The upshot of his two speeches was that the demo-
cratic party once more gained the upper hand ; that
it was agreed that Wullenweber should act entirely
according to his own discretion in the matter with
the Netherlanders ; that three of the municipal coun-
cillors inimical to him should be removed from their
place ; and that various burghers, whom he designated
as " of Swedish or Netherlandish sympathy," should
either be banished or imprisoned.

With his power thus increased, Wullenweber
returned to Hamburg, and the congress was re-
opened. Since, however, he could gain no support
from the other Hanseatic cities for his policy of con-
tinuing the war with the Netherlands, he at last
consented to accept a truce of four years ; a truce
which he recognized would leave his hands free for
the execution of his other plans.

Nor did he hesitate for a moment to put them into
action. Riders and foot messengers were engaged in
all directions; the " peace ships " were put into war
condition; emissaries were sent to the sister towns to
explain fully the purpose of the new attack upon the
Scandinavian North, and to ask what assistance they
proposed to render in money, ships, and men.

Wullenweber's plan was really a stroke of genius,
and by no means so foolhardy or foolish as his
enemies have since tried to prove it. It was : to
form around the whole Baltic basin a sort of German